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- «... For this amusing group of pictures we are indebted to the “Woman's Journal” — 
~~. (Boston), who reproduced it from a New Jersey Bulletin. We trust that the electors . ae 
- Of New Jersey State, who were voting as we went to Press on the Woman Suffrage - 
amendment to their Constitution, will find the lady's question equally unanswerable. 
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Miss Bertha Brewster: 


Mrs. Agmwes H. Harben 
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Mr. Albert Dawson 


Mr. Gerald Goaid 


Mr. Chartes Gray 


Mr. Henty W. Ne 

Mr. Joh Scurr (H»n. Treas. pro tem.) 
Miss Evelyn Sharp 

Mrs. Elaine Whelen 

Mrs. Ayrton Gould (Hon. Secretary) » 
Major H. J. Gillespie (Hon. Treasurer) | 


CAMPAIGEN 


Indoor Meetings 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24; 5 P.M.—PUBLIC MEETING. 
— PORTMAN ROOMS, BAKER STREET, W. MR. 
H. W. NEVINSON ON “A DAY IN THE DAR 
DANELLES.” CHAIR: MRS. PETHICK LAWRENCE. 
FOR PARTICULARS SEE PAGE 29. 

Tuesday, October 26; 8 -—Upen Meeting.— 
U.S. Women’s Club, Speaker: Mrs, Robinson. 

Thursday, October 28; 8 p m.—Public Meeting.— 
Large Charing Cross Hall, Glasgow. Speaker: Mrs. 
Petnick Lawrence. Chair: Mrs. Helen Crawfurd. 
Tickets 6d. and 1s., to be obtained from Paterson's, 
Buchanan Street; More’s, Charing Cross; and T, E. 
Smith’s, 375, Great Western Road, x 

Wednesday, November 3; 8 p.m.—Public Meet- 
ing.—Temperance Hall, ‘emple Street, Birmingham. 
Speaker : Mrs. Pethick Lawrence. Tickets, 1/-, 6d. & 3d. 

Friday, November 5; 8 p.m.—Public Meeting.— 
Onward Buildings, 207, Deansgate, Manchester. Speaker : 
Dr. Herbert, on ** The Essential Woman Question.” 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 AND 11; 
FROM 3 TO 10 P.¥.—CHRISTMAS SALE.—CENTRAL 
HALL, WESTMINSTER. PROCEEDS TO BE DE- 


- VOTED TO U.S. WOMEN’S CLUB. 


Outdoor Meetings 
Thursday, October 21; 5 p.m.—Marble Arch. 


Sunday, November 7 ; 3.30 p.m.—Stevenson Square, 
Manchester, 


U.S. WOMEN’S CLUB 

92, Borough Road, S.E. 
Secretary. Miss M. R. Cochrane. Tel.: Hop 4172 
Mrs. Whelen came down for the Tuesday 
evening meeting, and her speech was followed 
by a keen discussion, in which many members 
took part. Our Jumble Sale was a great success, 
and would have been more so but for the Zep- 
elin raid which took place “somewhere in 
ndon” in the middle of it. Directly we 
heard the guns in the distance we all congre- 
gated downstairs and waited there till the 
sounds ceased. Many of our mothers had left 
their little ones at home, so it was an anxious 
time for them, but they were splendid. As a 
result of the raid the audience was not so large 
as usual for the Thursday night concert, which 
Mr. and Mrs. Aspland gave us; but those of us 

who were here very much appreciated it. 

Thanks 

‘We are very grateful to all those who sent us 
reels for our sale and who came to help us: 
iss Mears, Miss Young, Mrs. Powell, Miss 
Hickey and friends, the Misses Farmer, Mrs. 
Gordon Sloane, Miss Dalgleish, Mrs, Kellen- 
dach, Mrs. Burns, Mrs. Reckitt, Mrs. Rich- 
mond, Miss R. Howard, Mrs. Ratcliffe, 
Miss E. Sykes, Miss Johnson, Miss Sharp, Mrs. 
Ayrton Gould, Miss Fox, Miss Hood, 
Miss Benson, Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. Petyt, Miss 
Joachim. We wish to thank Mrs. Harben for 
butter, also for a present of jam; Miss Young 
for 2s. 3d. and a Friend for 3s. towards the 


mending of the gramophone. 


Wants! 

‘We look very cosy now with our red winter 
curtains, given us by Miss Hood and Miss John- 
We are obliged to have a new gas ‘stove 
ut in. It will cost us £1. Will our friends 


hel lease ? 
M. B.C. 


BIRMINGHAM U.S. 
Organiser : Elizabeth 


13, Saffolk Street “a 

The office will be opened every day at 10-0’clock, 
and we hope to keep it open every day until 8 e’clock, | 
but this can only be done if members will volunteer 
either to mind the office or to sell papers at evening 
meetings. There are at least.a dozen such meetings 


- at the office on Wednesday, October 
Roberts has kindly promised to send a copy of Vores-| 


| the suburbs, and the 
' hear from members wito will undertake to do this. 


| the following: Chairman, Mrs. 


to be attended every week, and sellers are urgently 
wanted. The next members’ meeting will be held 


, 8pm. . Miss 


For. Women to the Free Library every week. We 
want also to send copies of the paper to libraries in 
mser would be glad to 


. MANCHESTER 
Onward Buildings, 207, Deansgate. Hon. Sec., 

Miss Hope Hampsoa 

Seven néw members have joined during the past 

week, and one more paper-seller, Miss Margaret 
Cochrane, has offered her services. The present com- 
mittee, as elected at the annual meeting, consists of 
Forrester ; Hon. See., 
Miss Hope Hampson; Hon. Treasurer, Professor F’ 
Merrick ; Miss Madeleine Cannon, Miss Gladys Daw- 
son, Miss Estelle Isaacs, Mrs. Hope Merrick, Miss 
Madeleine McCormack, and Mr. F. Bailey. Mr. 
Bailey drew up a set of rules, which the Committee 
decided unanimously to adopt. 


A’ New Form of Propaganda 

_ It is proposed to hold a series of indoor meet- 
ings in the poorer districts of Manchester and 
Salford, with the object of interesting the people 
in the question of Woman Suffrage. At each meet- 
ing music will be given, and during the evening a 
simple suffrage speech will be made and questions 
and discussion invited. It is hoped in this way to 
reach a section of the population not always 
appealed to by Suffrage propaganda, and to gain 
the sympathy of the working woman at the time 
when it will be most needed. All donations and 
offers of help will be gladly received by Miss 
Estelle Isaacs (Hon. Sec. Propaganda Committee), 
30, Bignor Street, Cheetham Hill. 


= 


TO HELP OUR WOMEN’S CLUB! 
Christmas Sale: December 10 and 11: 3-10 p.m. 

—Hon. Sale Secretary: Miss Bertha Brewster, 

U.S. Offices, 27, Chancery Lane, W.C. : 


_ A Christmas Sale will be held in the Central 
Hall, Westminster, on Friday and Saturday, 
December 10 and 11, the proceeds of which 
will be devoted to the upkeep of the U.S. 
Women’s Club at Southwark. This Club was 
opened last November with the object of pro- 
viding recreation, companionship, substantial 
teas at cost price, and a warm, cheerful meeting- 
place for women and girls in the South of 
London. It is of special benefit to women who 
are working hard all day, in the home or the 
factory; and it is for them we are appealing 
when we ask all members of the U.S. and all 
readers of Vares ror WoMEN to write at once 
to Miss Brewster, who is kindly organising the 
Christmas Sale, saying in what way they will 
help to make it a success. Vegi 7 
THE STALLS 

The following stalls are already appro- 
priated :— 
Books.— Mrs. Robert Lynd and Miss Craies. 
Sweets.— Mrs. Goodman. | 


Blouses and Children’s Clothes.— Mrs. Elaine 
-Whelen. 
Toys.— Mrs. Hutt. - 


Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Comforts.— Mrs. Davies, 
‘who thas for some time been supplying her 
_husband’s company with comforts, and 
therefore knows what is needed. She 
appeals for gifts of soap, tinned foods, 
small shaving mirrors, khaki pocket-hand- 
kerchiefs, packets of notepaper and en- 
velopes and indelible pencils; in addition 
to knitted comforts. She also appeals for 
subscriptions in order to buy tinned goods, 
which she is able to get at cost price. 
Parcels Stall.— Miss Young. 
Christmas Cards and Calendars. — Kensington 
U.S. 
Usefal Articles.— Amersham U.S. 
Refreshments.— Miss Walford. As this is a 
large undertaking, Miss Walford is greatly 
in need of help, and would be very glad 
to receive promises of food, help with the 
actual work at the time of the Sale, and 
subscriptions, 
OTHER STALLS 


‘and contriving blouses, 


(Debenha am GFreeboc 


The Farm Produce and Food Stall is not yet} 


Colours: Purple, White and Orange 


‘cepting Fancy Stalis? It is earnestly requested 


that no faney artieles be sent. 
OTRER SOCHTION 
The following Soeieties have replied to our 
offer of ration, and will be represented at 
the Sale by stalls, the procéeds of which will 


be devoted to ther own funds: The Forward” 


Cymric Suffrage Union, (Hon. Sec., Mrs. Man- 
sell Moullin, 69, Wimpole Street, W.); the 


Church League, the Free Church League, the 


Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society, the 
Federation of the Suffragettes, and the Women 
Writers’ Suffrage League. 7 

By kind permission of Mrs. Ayrton, a: work- 
party will be held every Saturday afternoon 
(beginning to-morrow, October 23) at 41, 
Norfolk ‘Square, W., from 3 till 6 p.m., 
to make articles for the stalls. A 
needlewoman has kindly offered her services, 
and will be present to help in cutting out 
children’s clothes, 
overalls, &c., or in making, suggestions as to the 
best way to use up material. Members must 


free to-morrow and on future occasions at 2d.- 
per head. 


Will those who cannot make anything for the 


expenses ? 7 
HAMPSTEAD U.S. AT HOME 

An interesting At Home was held by the 
Hampstead U.S. last Saturday, at which Mrs. 
Hicks was hostess and took the Chair, and Mrs. 
Saul Solomon spoke. _A collection of 18s. was 
taken for the Sale, and the following subscrip- 
tions given towards it :—Miss Bennett, 2s, 6d. ; 
Miss Taylor, 2s. 6d.; Miss Tredgold, 2s. 6d. ; 
Miss Rees, 1s. . 7 Es 


Velveteen 
Zatlormades 


Many of the newest 
tailor-made suits are 
madein chiffon 
finished velve- 
teen, a material 
which is shown 
to particular advan- 
tage when worn with 
furs, and atthesame 
time is very practi- 
caland warm. All 
‘these suits are 
i. thoroughly well 
a, tailored, and are 
adapted from 
the latest 
models pro- 
duced by the 
best Paris 
houses. 


VELVETEEN 
SUIT, as sketch, 
in very fine 
quality chiffon 
finished black 
velveteen, coat 
cut on very be- 
coming linés, 
with a full 
basque and 
3°. ° bound with silk 
braid, new mili- 
tary collar of no- 
velty material, 
Perfectly cut 
skirt, finished 
braid to match. 
gns. 


Catalogue 
Post Free. 


Will someone kindly undertake 
or any other that ‘may occur to them, ex-" 


Wigmore Street. London.w 


Women’s Freedom League, the East London. 


skilled 


buy their own materials; tea will be provided — 


Sale send a subscription towards defraying 


VOTES ..FOR WOMEN: Octowme 92,1915." 
27, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. Telephone, Holborn 5880 
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U nited ragists 
The Outlook ee 
Ieie Imeetvenes.’’ By B, B, 
Sir John Simon and “ Votes for Women”’ 
He You Want *‘ Votes for Women’’ To Go On? 
the Case-for Unemployed Ry T. O'Meara 
A Bad Discussion. By Lady Muir MacKenzie .. 
Uemparison of Punishments .. 
Ja There ee Law for The Poor? 
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DEDICATION 

To the brave women who to-day are fighting 
r freedom: to the noble women who all down 
ages kept the flag flying and leoked for- 
this day without seeing i: to all 
over the 
calling, whether they be with as or 
in this fight, we dedicate this paper 
‘THE OUTLOOK | 

__. Since we last went to Press a Zeppelin raid in 
the London area has resulted in a civilian total 


inst 


of 142 casualties, of whom thirty-nine were 
‘women, And it is reported by the United 


States Ambassador that Miss Edith Cavell, 
the head of a training school for nurses at 
Brussels, has been executed by the German 
authorities for assisting with great skill and 
daring the escape of soldiers belonging to the 
Allied armies. As we go to press we learn that 


‘inquiries into the circumstances of the latter} 
United States} 


tragedy are being made by the 
Ambassador at Berlin. 
**Reprisals ” 
Suffragists will not waste their breath in 
joining in the general chorus of sentimental 
horror over the fact that women are thus suffer- 
ing some of the tragedies of war. Nor will they 
eall for “reprisals” upon the women and 


children of the enemy. ‘If risks have to be} 
taken, in war or peace, they are always ready 


to share them with the men, provided other 
things are equal. It is noticeable, however, 
that those men civilians, who are now clamour- 
ing loudest fcr revenge on other peoples’ women. 
folk, say no word about giving their own 
women the only protection worth having—the 
right to exercise some vontro] over the policy 
that leads to peace or war. When those who 
shriek for “ reprisals” (by the way, it is not 


fifteen months since they clamoured for them 
on the very women whose wrongs they now 


profess to be so anxious to avenge!) demand 
‘Woman Suffrage as the first. step towards the 
protection of women at all times, we shall 


. believe in their lamentations over the sufferings 


of women in war time. rip 
_ Fhe Millionaire Working Woman 
We confess to growing alittle tired of hearing 
so much about the prosperity of women 


_ workers during the present crisis. It is possible 


that some women are earning more. in some 
munition factories, or other workshops doing 


~ Government work, than they earned in peace 


time. Well, they need to do so in view of the 
fact that the cost of living has gone up at least 
thirty-five per cent., and 2s gong up. But 
from the facts at our disposal we know that 
enormous numbers of women have the greatest 


difficulty at the present moment in finding work 


at all, and that those. who do get employed are 
‘receiving wretched, wages out of all proportion 
to the rise in food prices. With regard to the 
first point, we know of at least one large 
‘district. where the women in vain put. their 
names down at the local Labour Exchanges, and 
“besiege in large numbers every newly-opened 
workshop. We know, too, of another district 
where unemployment among women is so great 


>that no difficulty has been.experienced on the 
- part of the Labour Exchanges in guaranteeing 
_ “gn advance several hundreds of unskilled women 
‘workers for a Government factory about to be 
-) “opened: there. The “Secretary of the Home 


| being employed in the present crisis. 


world, of whatever race, or. 


| we fight the Huns at home, the better. 


Workers’ War Aid Association, in a letter to 
the Times (October 9) had 'the:same story to tell. 
| So has T. O'Meara in an interesting article we 
print m this issueon page 30. 
Super-tax on Nine Shillings a Week 

And this brings us to our second point—the 
miserable wages earned- by the women who are 
Mr. H. 
J. Mackinder, M.P., writing to the 7 imes last 
week, spoke of “many women. who at the 
present moment are notoriously prosperous.” 
The use of the somewhat‘ doubtful qualification 
| “notoriously ” 1s, we suppose, an indication of 
the suggestion of impropriety attaching to any 
| woman earning more than -a bare subsistence 
wage. But where are the women who are thus 
(apparently) risking their reputation? Mcst of 
those of whom we have been able to obtain any 
information are struggling to remain respectable 
on earnings that would scarcely have kept them 
alive before food prices became exorbitant. 
Our readers will remember the gruesome facts 
given in this connection by Mrs. Leigh Roth- 
well, in an article which appeared in VoTes For 
WomeEN a few weeks ago, called, “ How War 
Work is Paid.” Do these people who write so 
cheerily to newspapers about the prosperity of 
women workers want to see supertax levied on 
wages of nine shillings a week ? 

Women Victims of the Munitions Act 

A gross case of persecution under the 
Munitions Act has come to our notice only 
recently. Some girls, earning this miserable 
pittance of nine shillings a week in a Govern- 
ment controlled munitions’ factory, very 


— 


Why go to the Portman 
Rooms, Next Sunday, 
at pm? 


(See page 29.) 


naturally left it and went to another Govern- 
ment factory in the same locality where the 
wages offered were twelve and sixpence a week. 
Under the Munttions Act they were driven back 
to their former employers and forced to 
worg again for the shameful sum of nine 
shillings a weck. It may bo said that the perl 
of the -country—for which, however, votelees 
women are scarcely responsible—demands that 
workers should have their freedom curtailed to 
some extent. But the peril of the country does 
not demand that women should be forced under 
any Act of Parliament to work for nine 
shillings a week—or if it does, then the sooner 
And 
the best weapon for enabling us to do that is 
the immediate enfranchisement of women. 


While Europe Fights 

As we go to press we are still without news 
cf the result of the Referendum on Woman 
Suffrage in New Jersey. The following message 
was cabled out there by Mrs. Pethick Lawrence 
on the eve of the poll :— 

In Great Britain the eyes of women and men whose 
faith in liberty and democracy is unshaken are turned 
“to-day to the State of New ob sh where the issue of 

Woman Suff is being deeided. We call upon the 
men of New Jersey to follow the lead given by the 
greatest citizen, President Wilson, and to declare for 
the liberty of the whole people. A triumph for votes 
for women in America brings the victory nearer to 
those who are fighting in Europe to-day for this issue 
so vital to the human race. is 

To show how much interest American citizens 
are taking in the things that really matter while 
Europe is plunged in war, such important 
journals as the New Republic, Munsey’s Maga- 
zine, and The Masses have ‘all brought out 
special Woman Suffrage editions coincident 
with the contest in New Jersey, about which 
we hope next week to record a victory... 
British Spirit” 

_ At Lambeth, the other day, a little girl was 
accidentally killed bY a stone thrown by a boy 
| who, with several others, was playing at trench 


warfare between English and German soldiers. 


The Coroner is reported to have said to the 
jury— 

“The boys were playing at soldiers, : 
glad to the British spirit was ~ 
with these boys.” | 

Is the British spirit only of the masculine gen- 
der, and had it ceased to exist before war broke 
gut? ‘We feel impelled to put these questions, 
because it is not so very long ago that -women,. 
in the defence of constitutional liberty and all! 
the things for which Britain is now fighting, ~ 
threw stones at Government plate glass with no 
risk to the lives of little girls (they damaged 
only what they aimed.at, and they never aimed 
at taking life); yet we-do net remember that 
officials of any kind ever commended them for 
their British spirit. 

Items of Interest 

Our sympathy, and that of al] United Suffra- 
gists and readers of Votes ror Women who 
know Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Willock (both 
members of the U.S.), will go out to them ‘in 
their sorrow at the loss of their only son, who 
‘was killed last week in France. — | 
_ Miss Hoar, until recently assistant relieving 
officer in Chelsea, has been appointed relieving 
officer at Hammersmith. This is the first 
woman, we understand, who has been appointed 
relieving officer with a whole district of her 
own, and at a man’s salary. 

The success of the women of Glasgow, and 
other districts, in their resistance of the attempt 
to raise their rents shows what can be done by 
determined organization. When we add that 
we believe landlords would sooner give way on 
the matter of women’s votes than on the ques- 
tion of rents, our readers will gather our 
meaning. 

Mr. Hubert Hall, Assistant Keeper of the 
Public Records, lecturing at the London 
School of Economics on the archives of England* 
and Wales, said there was a great ‘opening 
during the war for the employment of women 
as archivists, a good deal of whose work could 
be done more neatly and effectively by women 
than 5 men. Then why only “during the 
war” 

Some 200 women tram conductors, to be em- 
ployed by the Leeds Corporation, will, we under- 
stand, receive the samfe wages as men—27s 6d. a 
week. 


“TRIS INTERVENES” 
At the Kingsway Theatre : 

Miss Ashwell’s new production, “ Iris Inter- 
venes,” by John Hastings Turner, is exactly the 
kind of refreshing comedy that is wanted just 
now: Mr. and Mrs. Cumbers, an ordinary sub- 
urban couple, have the peaceful course of their 
lives seriously disturbed by their next door 
neighbour, Iris Olga Ivanovna, whom Mr. 
Cumbers .at first sight pronounces to be “a 
dangerous woman.” Iris, an attractive, though 
it must be admitted, a decidedly conspicuous 
lady, makes an unconventional call upon the 
Cumbers on Sunday evening, and so sliocks 
foolish, commonplace, ttle Mr. Cumber by her 
manners and conversation, that he seriously in- 
sults her. Iris is furious, and declares that she 
will make thhim apologise; and the rest of the 
play shows how she carries out her purpose. 

The acting and production leave nothing ‘to 
be desired. Miss Lena Ashwell as the attractive 
and irresponsible Iris is wholly adorable, and 
May Whitty gives us a most delightful Mrs. 
Cumbers. Mr. George as Mr. Cumbers is ex- 
cellent; but we must confess that Muriel 
Hudson, Tristram’s fiancée, is highly unnatural, 
and motor agents like James Caligula Stene are 
not met off the stage. Miss Murie] Pratt and 
Mr. Henry Dear did their best with their rather 
unsatisfactory parts, which were not enough in ~ 
evidence to mar the whole effect. It is also 
curious to make both Iris and Andrea k in 
Russian to Iris’ man servant, while they speak 
excellent English (though in Andrea’s case with 
a strong accent) to each other. - This is surely 
an unnecessary piece of pedantry. 

‘But in spite of minor faults, Iris is Shoring) 
and:the ‘Cumbers are inimitable ; and the whole 
is a most amusing piece, thoroughly to be en- 
joyed from start to finish. ws 
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“REBEL WOMEN’ 


VOTES - FOR WOMEN. 


Ooronm 22; 1915 


and News contribubed for | 
ae 8 FOR WOMEN .should he sent to 

Editors, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 27, 
neery Lane, W.C., at the earliest possible 
‘date;; and th no case later than first post 
Monday morning prior to the publication of 


the paper. 


The Editors cannot hold themselves in any 
way responsi 
though t will endeavour as 

as possible to when requested 


for postage are enclosed. MSS. 
paper should be sent to | 


Subsers 
The isher, COTES FOR WOMEN, 27, 
Chancery Lane, W.C. 


The terms are, post free, 68, 6d. annual 
subscription, Be. Sd. for six months inside the 
tae ‘a om, 88. 8d. (2dols. 25cents) and 

ae l. 15cents) abroad, payable in 


Have You Friends in Gallipoli? 


| THEN COME TO THE 


PO RTMAN ROOMS 
[Baker Street, W.), 


On Sunday, October 24, 
at 5 p.m. 


Mr, HENRY W. NEVINSOR 


(War Correspondent, Home on Leave 
Gallipoli) 


DESCRIBE 


the 


Chair : MRS. PETHICK LAWRENCE 


Tickets, 2/6 and 1/-, from Ticket Secretary, 
United Suffragiste, 27, Chancery 
Lane, W.C. 


ADMISSION FREE | 


“WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS, 

ST. CEORCE’S VESTRY HALL, Hart St., Eloomshi ry, W.C. 
(Entrance in Little Russell Street), 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS, at 3 30. 
October 27th.—Mr. Laurence Houseman, ‘*‘ What Price Sal- 
vation Now?’’ November 3rd.—Mrs. Montefiore, * Women 

and the Food Supply. 
Farther particulars from W.F.L., 144, High Holborn, W.C. 


CLARKE 


Celebrated Coals. 
ALL RELIABLE QUALITIES !! 


' 95, QUEEN’S ROAD, Bayswater, W 


Telephone: 3565 Park. 


1842. 


NOW READY. 


By EVELYN SHARP 


NEW EDITION, with INTRODUCTION 
By ELIZABETH ROBINS. 


Price 1/- net. 


Published by the UNITED SUFFRAGISTS, 
‘and on sale at their Offices, 27, Chancery 
Lane, Loncon, W., and at all Local Us 


| interests of two. 


VOTES FOR 


Telegraphic. Addreas:—Unisutfra. Holb., London. 
Telephone:—Holborn 


le for the return of unused| 


FRIDAY, OOTOBER 22, 1915. 


WAR PENSIONS 
AGAIN 


Among the innumerable problems of co- 
ordination and administration to which the 
industrial upheavals’ of war ‘must give rise in 
any nation, the most important are those of 
caring for the bereaved and disabled and of 
providing for the redistribution of labour and 
of remuneration after the end of the war has 
come. When we see these problems huddled 
together into a Government Bill which makes 
no adequate provision for dealing with them, 
which does not distinguish one from the other 
on any known or conceivable principle, which, 


very task for which such a Government Bill 
exists—then, perhaps, even more than at other 
times, we are driven to lament the hideous 
wastefulness, the fatuous ignorance, the de- 


women from any effective share or potent voice 
in the counsels cf the nation. | 

The War Pensions Bill has had—as legislation 
goes nowadays—a long career. It has been so 
much delayed, criticised and altered that it is 
doubtful whether many peoplo have at this 
moment at all a clear idea of what it is meant 
to do, what it is empowered to do, or what it 
is likely to do. As we write, members of the 
Houss of Commons have been invited by Mr. 
McKenna to spend several davs in thinking over 
its provisions before being called upon to vote 
about it once again. It is probable that when 
these lines app2ar in print the final dgcision| B 


~ | Will not have been taken: and the time seems 


appropriate, in any cese, fcr insisting that these 
matters would be better managed if women had 
a say in them. We have neither the space nor 
the wish to inflict unon our readers a bewilder- 
ing mass of minutiz, on many of which Suffra- 
gists, like other people, may naturally differ 
among themselves. From the criticisms which 
we ourselves have to offer of the War Pensions 
Bill some of our raaders may dissent, but we beg 
them, if they do, to remember that our criticism 
as a whole does not stand or fall with the details 
of its contention. Be we as wrong as we may 
— this pint or that, the fact remains that a 

Bill with such a history as this offers an indict- 
ment in itself of government by one sex over the | 
The Bill touches women very 
nearly, and if they are to feel themselvés 
wronged under it—even if the feeling be un- 
founded and the wrong imaginary—it is an 
outrage that they should have no: means of 
pressing their views. 

The original Government proposal, called the 
Naval and Military War Pensions Bill, was 
designed to cover all that range of hard and 
| difficult cases, as to allowances and pensions, 
| which was not covered and could not be covered 
by the definite Admiralty and War Office scales 
as officially issued. It was, in brief, to deal 
with the complicated as distinct from the simple 
cases. Now two points of criticism immediately 
arose: in the first place, such a negative prin- 
ciple. of selection gave no unity to the cases 


Branches. 


involved nor to the methods of dealing with 


in short, appears on the face of it to shirk the 


plorable lack of patriotism, which exclude} 


them : 


schethe, by its reliance on private charitable 
funds for these extra and special cases, and by 
its erection of a Committes of an unofficial body. 
into the controlling authority in the administra- 
tion. of the funds, tacitly claimed that the 
difficult cases were less of .a national business 
than. the obvious ones. N othing more wounding 


., ,| to. national self-respect or more invidious as to 


the individual sufferings or needs inyolved could 
‘}well have been imagined. But that is not all. 
‘The Government idea was to get an enormous 
amount of the money required from the Prince 
of Wales’s Fund—a fund raised for a specific 
and quite different purpose. Of this demand— 
which the Conimittee of the Prince of Wales’s 
Fund promptly and properly refused—it is 
difficult to speak with calmness. It became clear 
that Government funds would have to bs drawn 
upon to a considerable extent; but even that — 
did nct awaken the Government to the necessity 
of national control. The suggested ‘authority 
was to decide on cases where there was dispute 
as to whether allowances were actually due; 
to give extra allowances where the strict appli- 
cation of the cfficial scales and conditions would 
cause hardship ; and to look after the disabled. 
On the last point, it has frequently been pointed 
out that the replacement in industry cf the 
partially disabled cannot possibly.be organised in 
isolation from the general question of the re- 
placement in industry of the disbanded armies 
after the war. But our point is more general 
even than that. We ask simply if three things — 
could be conceived. more cbviously national 
than the functions we have outlined above? 
—whether they ought not, on the face of them, 
to be under the direct control of Parliament— 
and of a Parliament responsible to bot: men | 
and women ! 

There went up to the Lords, then, a Bill for 
delegating a public function, to be largely per- 
formed at the public e ge to a private 
charitable corporation. Lords hung up 
the Bill (this was in July), and were bitterly 
criticised fer so doing. Certainly delay meant 
tragedy, satin innumerable unnecessary hard- 
os but was not the original badness cf the 

largely to blame for that? We heave no 
space to discuss the motives of the noble Lords, 
or to analyse the claims of the various charitable 
organisations they championed; their essential 
amendment was the setting up of a central 
Crown authority. So amended, the Bill came 
back last week to the Commons, and Mr. 
McKenna blandly asserted the Government's 
intention of turning it once more to practically 
its original form. His main plea for the prefer- 
ence of this miserable makeshift over ths ‘crea-_ 
tion cf a proper Government department was 
lack of time. And this just after the House of 
Commons has had a long holiday because there 
was no work for it todo! But the most sinister 
comment has been made on the whole business . 
by Lord Crewe, speaking for the Government in 
the House cf Lords. “ It was not poesible,’”’ he 
said, “here and now to pledge public money 
indefinitely for pensions in respect of this war 
precisely on the same scale.as was paid at the 
present time, when funds were forthcoming from 
private sources.’ 

We ask the women of England to consider 
what this insistence on private control and 
private charity means. It means that after the 
war, and for that matter during it, thousands 
of men and women will run the risk of suffer- 
ing hardships because the State will not under- 
take the plain duty of safeguarding them from _ 
thoss hardships. ‘We are casting no réflection, 
of course, on the patriotism and devotion cf the 
great mass of voluntary workers in private 
charitable organisations; they have done, and. 


‘will continue to do, much. But even if it is not 


wrong. for a central Government to decline a 
national duty, it is manifestly wrong fot women _ 
to have no power of making the central Govern- 
ment. feel whether they think it oes to 
decline that duty or not. 


in the place, the | 
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the. defendant for trial . 


| technical error to be r 


Becretary: 
16th September, ‘that he has made careful en-; 


2 1915. 


vores FOR” women, 


Our readers will remember i in our issue 
“ot September 17 we recorded a very terrible 


“ease of outrage upon a little girl aged 2 years 


and 6 months for which the offender, an iron- 
plate worker aged 56; was sentenced to six 
months’ hard labour. | 
The Newspaper 
According to the Morning Advertiser, “ the 


evidence of Dr. Soper, the Divisional Surgeon 


of Police, disclosed a very serious offence in- 
deed. ” The revort continues :— 


It appeared that on the 7th inst. the prisoner |. 


enticed the girl from the street to his room, where 
. the little one was soon afterwards heard screaminy. 


into the prisoner’s room, and found the child in a 


| gtate of collapse, terror, and obvious physical injury; 


crouched between a chair and table. A policeman 
was fetched by the women, but despite their repre- 
sentations the offender was not arrested at the time, 
and he escaped over a back wall, keeping out of the 
way for four days. 
tective-sergeant Stevens deposed that with De- 
tective Whitmore he arrested the prisoner on a war- 
rant. When charged, prisoner said, “I must have 
“heen mad to have taken the child away.” Prisoner 
asked the magistrate to deal summarily with him, 
rhe the remark that it would be a great lesson 
to him. 

Mr. Horace Smith sentenced him to six months’ 
hard labour, remarking that this was the maximum 
punishment he had power to inflict as the charge was 
presented. (The italics are ours.) 


Our Letter to Sir John Simon 
On reading this account (on which we com- 
mented in our issue of September 17) the acting 
Editor of Votes ror WomMEN wrote as follows 
to the Secretary of State for Home Affairs, Sir 
John Simon :— 


“On behalf of the many readers of 
eur paper, VoTes ror WomEN, I venture to 
- draw your attention to a case reported in the 


Morning Advertiser, of which I enclose the cut-: 


ting. It appears that, owing to some error in 
the way the charge was presented, the magis- 
trate, Mr. Horace Smith, was unable to commit } 
Do not 
think that we or our readers desire to see 
punishments made more savage and vindictive 
than they already are; but as long as imprison- 
ment and not segregation is the punishment for 
this class of crime it is surely against ap 
policy, to put it on the lowest basis, to allow a 
nsible for a leniency 
that is never shown in the case of a beggar, a 
thief, or a forger. I feel sure that you, as a 
7 Suffragist, fully share our views on this subject, 
and it is for that reason that I am writing to 
ask if some enquiry cannot be made into a 
matter that comes, I think, within your juris- 


x diction, in order that a similar error, if it is one, 


may not occur again, 

Votes FoR WOMEN, as you are probably 
aware, has for some years urged the necessity 
for the greater protection of young girls and 
children :.. and at a time when thé 
nation is righteously indignant over German 
outrages in Belgium, it would seem to be all 
the more incumbent upon us to keep cur own 
hands clean. If you could give me some 
assuranos—that I could pass on to our readers 


_-—that you are giving your attention to the 


matter, it would go far to justify the hopes of 
refdrm that animated many Suffragists on seeing 


| _ your appointment to the Home Office.” 


THE HOME OFFICE EXPLANATION | 
Last. Saturday the Editors received the fol- 


reply” from the Home Office: 


“ Home Office, Whitehall, S.W. 

“ Dear. Madam,—I am desired by the Home 
to'say, in reply to your letter of the 


quiry into the case of the man named ‘Bagley, 


who was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment| 


for an indecent assault.on.a little girl, arid finds 
that the newspaper report enclosed by you does 


emot ‘give an wocount of the 


bour and the landlady at the house broke : 


There appears to have been no evidence avail-| 
able to support a charge of any offence punish- 
able. with penal servitude. . The magistrate 
therefore dealt with the case summarily, and 


sentenced the offender to the maximum term of 


imprisonment he could impose for the offence 
proved by. the evidence. 

“Sir Jolin Simon cannot think on the facts 
before him either that the police were remiss in 
their duty, or that the magistrate exercised a 
wrong discretion in refraining from committing 
the case for trial.—Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) “G. G. WuHiskarp.” 


Our Reply 
The following reply was then sent from 
Votes ror WomeEN to the Home Office :— 
“YT am much obliged for your reply just 
received to my letter of September 16, inform- 


ing me that the newspaper report of the case 


of the man Bagley did not give an adequate 
acooant of the facts, and that the magistrate 


FOR WOMEN” 


‘sentenced him to ‘the maximum erm: of im- 
prisonment he could impose for the ' offence 
proved by the evidence.’ 

“It is satisfactory, to learn that the offence 


criminal or even indecent assult (the maximum 


two years’ imprisonment). This being so, I 
submit that the newspaper report in question 
was not merely inadequate but was grossly 
exaggerated, for it distinctly stated. that the 
evidence of the Medical Officer diselcsed ‘a 
very serious offence indeed,’ which could aa 
pessibly be held to apply to the offences of which 
the man was apparently convicted. The 
readers of Vores For WomeEN will be glad te 
‘learn that there was a reason for the leniency 
of the magistrate on this occasion, though they 
would like to feel equally assured that similar 
inducements to leniency might sometimes pre- 
vail with magistrates in the case cf offenders 
| convicted of offences against property.” 


NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, IN THE PORTMAN ROOMS, AT 5 P.M. 


Nearly everybody has either a relative or a friend in the Dardanelles, and 
‘| Mr. Heary W. Nevinson has just returned from Gallipoli, after a sojoura at the 


Eastern Front of more than three montis as war correspondent, 


time he was wounded in the head by 


during which 


a shell, and narrowly escaped with his: 
life. His descriptive lecture on the life out there (with Mrs. Pethick Lawrence, 


in the Chair) should cause this to rank high among the many interesting meetings 


to ensure 


the United Suffragists have held. Mr. Nevinson is well-known for his unselfish 
service in other causes besides that of Woman Suffrage; 


and those who wish 


a seat in the Portman Rooms. next Sunday, would do well to apply at 


once for tickets (2/6 and I/-) to the Ticket Secretary,” United Suffragists, 27, 


Chancery Lane, W.C. 


DO YOU WANT “VOTES FOR WOMEN” 
TO GO ON? 


This j is a question that we should like every 
one of our readers to ask seriously and to answer 
seriously. It is not so easy to give money to 
a cause in war time, as it was in peace time. 
We all know that. But we'also know that if a 
thing is worth giving to, we still manage to 
give something.. Where we once gave pounds, 
we now give shillings; where we once gave 
shillings, we now give pence. But the genuine 
Suffragist does not stop giving altogether. 

TO OUR READERS | 

We have made very few appeals for money 
since war broke out. Our readers have been 
generous to a degree on the few occasions when 
we have asked for generosity. 

We are asking for it now. 

Next Sunday, in the Portman Rooms, Mrs. 
Pethick Lawrencs will make an a peal for 
money to keep our paper going at this difficult 
time. We know what the verbal answer of our 
readers will be to the question put at the head 
of this column. But this time we want some- 
thing more substantial than words. We want 
the answer to take the form of a cheque, a 
postal order, or a promise to give either before 
a certain date. We want all our readers to 
give something. If Vores ror Women is worth 
| reading (and our circulation and our post box 
both say that it is), then it is worth supporting. 
No paper, however good, can exist without 


money. 
. SO BRING OR SEND TO THE PORTMAN | 
‘ROOMS NEXT SUNDAY, AT 5 O'CLOCK, 
YOUR ANSWER TO’ THE ‘QUESTION. 
“DO YOU WANT ‘VOTES FOR WOMEN ’| 


TO GO ON?” 
Selling the Paper 


The Misses Brown, our paper-selling organ- | 


izers, report that street sales have improved 
considerably in the:last week or two, 
last week, when the Lane ‘ Witipen.. to the 


Rescue in a Zeppelin Raid,” attracted snintdl 
attention. A seller on an Oxford Street. pitch 
writes: “ An officer came up, said he didn’t 
want a paper, but gave 2s. to the funds. One 
lady bought six copies, and the paper went well 
on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.” 


“VOTES FOR WOMEN” FUND 
Donations Received up to October 16, 1915 


8. d. d. 
| Already acknow- | Mrs. Heathcote 0.2% 6 
ledged ......... 1,554 8 11/ Mrs. Henry ..... « 0.86 B- 
Mrs. Almond ... 1 Q| Mrs. Cobden 
Mrs. M E. Hirst 2 0 0 
5 O| Mrs. M.A 
sis 5 0 0 Jenson 1 
,&2 O Q| Miss Lacey ...... 05 0 
Mrs. Baillie EF. W. Pethiek 
Weaver 2 0 0} Lawrence, Esq. £5 0 0 
The Misses s Miss Anna 
_ Barrowman 0 5 0 Martin 1 0 06 
Miss M. Brady... 0 5 0} Miss E. Morrison 910 0 
Mrs.G.L.Brown Q 1. Miss Evelyn 
Mrs. Cavendish | - Sharp 11 0 
Bentinck 5 O 0| Miss E. V.-Slay 0 2 @ 
Miss Dalgliesh.. O 2 6/Fred G. 
Mrs. L. Davies... © 5 go'd, E-q. 050 
Miss Lilian ‘ Miss 

Dawson O 2 6 ‘Smith-.0°5 
Miss K.Elliaon... 010 0} Miss Somers...... 013 0 
Miss Kitty Ennis 0 16 Miss Daisy 
Mrs, Bernard  §olomon' 0 5 0 

Everett 1 0 0! Uxbridge Suff- 
Extra on Votes rage Society, 
FOR WOoMEN— per Mrs. Gre- 
Por diva; é 
Masters O 2 
Per Miss E£LF86 3 7 
Brown 0 0 6 
WOMEN’S CLUB FUND 
Donations Received up to October | 
| £20010: 7 


penalty for the latter offence baing, I believe, 


of which the man was convicted was not a Y 
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of himdur is introduced by one. slightly Vic- 


4 


- During the past few weeks a number of well- 
‘te-do ladies in the Tyneside district have 


‘journal, a vigorous storm of protest. from unem- 


_Labour Exchange in vain. This protest appears 


what is especially noticeable about it is the firm 
‘and capable way in which the subject is handled 


. solely towomen of wealth and leisure should find 


_aegard to the price of food. There is ne scarcity of 
to the Labour Exchange, and seé the crowd of 


appreciation of their good intentions; nowhere 


fad, or the latest fashion, or a covert attempt 
| on the part of the employers to introduce black- 
4s Jeg labour; but the reasons against their em- 


sehoice. She is disposed of in this fashion :— 
Let “Mistress” and her friends turn to and. do’ 


VOTES FOR WOMEN. 


October 22, 1913. 


THE CASE FOR UNEMPLOYE 


obtained permission to enter the Elswick Works 
as‘ volunteer munition makers (unpaid during 
the first month), an extension of the movement | 
already in force at Erith. This has called forth, 
‘in the columns of the Newcastle Hvening 
Chronicle, a popular and democratic local 


ployed working women: who have recently en- 
deavoured to obtain similar work through the 


‘entirely justifiable under the circumstances ; but 


by the writers. Those who dread the extension 
of women’s power over their own affairs, from a 
belief that they are naturally unable to grasp 
the social and economic principles of associated | 
labour ; and those who would confine that power 


these very human little documents decidedly en- 
lightening. Says one woman, signing herself 
“A Mother out of Work” (rather a pathetic 


pseudonym) : 

These ladies may think they are doing good, but | 
I think they are doing a lot of harm to the working 
women who have children to keep, especially having 
women in the town. If they think so. let them go 
women who go there day after day in search of 
work. I have been day after day for over two 
months, and am always told there are no vacancies. 
I have been te the Central Station and Tramways 
Office, and am told thé same thing. [If these ladies | 

ould try to get these poor women. work they would 
be yy Oe deal of good. Otherwise there will be 
a lot of hungry little ones this winter. 


_Another woman; who | 

I wonder these ladies are not struck the in- 
jastice of their action to their less favoured country- 
women, many of whom, I daresay, i better fitted 
to stand the strain of the long hours and hea 
work. I quite agree and sympathise wit 
the ladies in question, who doubtless are equally 
patriotic and willing to do their bit for their 
country; but I suggest there are ways and means 
by which they can do infinitely more good than by 
taking the bread out of the mouths of their less 
fortunate countrywomen. | 

A scldier’s wife says : — 

T wish to protest against the class termed “com- 
fortably off” working at wick. These ladies no 
doubt mean well, but to my mind this sort of 
patriotism is quite unnecessary whilst women whose 
breadwinners are fighting for their King and country 
are desirous. of employment and not able to obtaim 
iS, as there are no vacancies. No doubt these loyal 
Jadies, after reading “ Out of Work’s” and this pro- 
test. will deem it advisable to withdraw their labour 
until there is a scarcity of labour among the class 
not so comfortably off. 


Sympathy with Volunteers 
Numerous other communications have been 
published to the same effect. Always there is 
_sympathy with the volunteer workers, and 


gives her name and 


is it suggested that their enterprise is a passing 


ployment are simply and tersely given, and the 
belief expressed that once the matter is made 
‘plain, the well-to-do ladies will do the square 
_tifing and stand aside to make room for those 
‘who néed fwork more than they do. A touch 
torian psrson-(signing herself. ‘‘ Mistress’) who 
wrote suggesting that women who complain of 
unemployment would be better off in domestic 
service—her own service, one must suppose, for 


WOMEN 


their own work, and release their servants to take 


{some sixty children. Much distressed by. our 


. 


up men’s work, and enable more men to join the 
army, Thus they would be doing their bit. One 
stands a better chance of getting good food as a 
factory worker. It does net follow that because one 
was born in a lower sphere of life than “ Mistress” 
that one must, stay and wait upon women in the posi- 
tion of “ Mistress” for a few shillings a week if one 
has the chance of earning 34s, week. As a factory 
worker I say it is a shame that, ladies should be 
allowed to go in and do munition werk when there 
are so many girls and women wanting it. The hus- | 
bands of some of them have been killed in the war, | 
and | there are a lot of small children to support. | 
-And another adds, drily: “I would ask 
‘Mistress ’ if the tone of her letter reflects her 
feelings towards those she employs, because, if 
so, it must account for the lack of servants she 
complains 
Such sentiments may be altogether deplerable 
from the Victorian point of view; but they are}, 
immensely hopeful and full of promise for the 
future. I wish I had space to give all the letters 
in full; to give, for example, that one from 
another soldier’s wife, which concludes with the 
significant statement: “I know that even a 
week-end wage would be very welcome to me, 
since I have to pay house rent 6s. 6d., and feed 
and clothe five children and myself on 27s. a 
week Government money.” But even these few 
extracts seem to show that the voice of labour, 
when it is a woman’s voice, becomes more 
articulate and argues in a more logical fashion 
than when it remains the voice of the working | 
man alone. B:st of all, there is not one hint 
that woman’s place, be she ever so gently-born, 
is in the home. The writers confine themselves 


—_ 


A SAD DISCUSSION - 
By Lady Muir Mackenzie | 

At the Annual~-Conference of the National 
Union of Women Workers, an hour was set 
aside last week to discuss the saddest of all} 
crimes—outrages on children. It was well that 
this important. body of women should have given 
thought to the subject, for only through women 
can this crime be suppressed.. I understand 
that ‘in Australia, as soon as women obtained 
political power, a determined movement was set 
on foot to protect the lives and persons of Aus- 
tralian children. When shall we be able to say 
the same in England? Why cannot innocent 
little girls play safely in. our parks? How 
many children, for instance, suffered out-} 
rage last year in Hyde Park alone? The num- 
ber is given as seventy; and this is certainly | 
not the full number, for many ‘cases never come 
to light. Yet Hyde Park, it is said, is a safer 
playground than the parks round Liverpool and 
Manchester. Some day (and we can all help to 
hasten the coming of that day) the mothers of | 
England will say: “I can take no pleasure in: 
the safety of my own precious child, while one 
child in England is liable to fall a victim to 

What a strange, unthinkable crime is this! 
It is not confined to any nation; it has been 
known, to happen in many countries and all. 
through the ages. When Christ spoke of “the 
sin against the little ones.” He in all probability 
referred to this offence. He doubtless believed 
it was possible that this sin could be swept 


away, but this is not the opinion of some of| - 


His followers. The present writer once visited. 
a home for these little human wrecks, tended. 
by Sisters of Mercy. The home visited was only. 
an offshoot of a much larger one, and contained 


to parcelling out the work outside the ‘home in| 
| the fairest and most equitable manner. __ 


this horror could be extirpated at the root?” 
But she answered, “ Have you not read in the- 
Bible that im the latter days the devil would 


— 


loose to-day, so nothing can be done.” 
I know the readers of Votes ror Women do- 


cases of cruelty to children in their “ Comparison 
ef Punishments.” | 


account is given of the Committee for the Pre- 


vention of Crimina] Assaults on Children. 
it is rags to think such a Committee, with | 


the Bishop of Ely as chairman, is doing good. 
work in our midst to-day, I will end by giving” 
the whole extract as it appears in the Vigdlanee 
Record. “ There is no doubt,” runs the 
of the Committee’s work, 


that m jon a8 the fine ideal of Racial Health 
in sex matters lays ho.d on the imagination of those- 
who care for such things, there will ensue an in--. 


soundness, and, above all, both to eradicate all 
seeds of disease and also to prevent such seeds 
from ever being sewn, And as such Racial Health 
can only be built up slowly and must be inter- 
woven into the moral fibres. of the characters of 
our children, the disastrous consequences of assail- 
ing all the nascent moral impulses of youth, of 
forcing evil and vileness within the matural veil of 
innocence and m are be recognised 
with inereasing apprehension. We leve some 
such thought te have been the prime factor in the 
formation last year of the Committee for the Pre- 
vention of Criminal Assaults on Children. It ts 
not only the sibility that the crime is on the 
increase whieh arouses anxiety; rather is the 
anxiety caused by a quickened apprehension of the 
serious im to the nation of these offencer. . 
Those who have the courage to look deeply iftto 
the matter know that, apart from the physical and 

nervous injuries inflicted on the little girls, the 
real vity of this wrong-doing is in its effect on 

the children’s moral well-being. They know, too, 

that the worst difficulties they have to overcome 

are bound up in the low estimate of the evil 

as evinced by the carelessness of parents, by the 
reluctance of juries to convict, and by the light- 

ness and inequality of sentences when convictions 
are obtained. 


- Almost with the first 
“chill breath of Autumn FY’? 
many thousands of good folk 
found themselves with colds. 


Most of them were ‘run-down’ 
to begin with. Who indeed 
is not, these anxious days, 
unless they keep their health 
and strength up by taking — 
such a tonic as Hall's Wine. — 


For staving off a eold, or for 
breaking up a cold, Hall's Wine 
 is-quite unequalled. Hall’s Wine 
‘builds up the body’s resistive - 
er—and that is the secret of 


The 
Supreme Tonic, 
GUARANTEE,.—Buy a bottle to-day. If, 
after taking half of it, you feel no benefit, — 
return the bottietousendwe 
will at once ref your entire outlay. 
Large size, 8/G. 

Of Licensed Grocers, dc. 

| STEPHEN suru & CO., LD,, BOW, LONDON. 


‘ 


visit, we said to the Sister.in charge, “Surely 


be loosed on the earth? Well, he is undoubtedly 


not share this Sister’s belief; that they are- 
| grateful to our Editors for recotding every week ~ 


In the Vigilance Record for September (the- ° 
\organ of the National Vigilance Association) an 


creasing desire to fight ali that impairs such moral | 
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ment. 


yy Heriot, Askew, McCrea 


.quiries into the matter. 
- perhaps invidious in face of such ‘utter | 
-callousness on the part of the Court, 
<such utter lack of 2 sensé of propor- 


Octoper 22 ‘1915. 


ah. 


VOTES WOMEN. | 


“COMPARISON OF PUNISHMENTS 


LIGHT SENTENCES 
Blinding a Wife 
Glasqyow Daily Record (October 12) 


_reports case of a miner charged before 
», .Sheriff Lee in the Airdrie Sheriff Court 
-with destroying his wife’s left eye with, 
fist. 


Another account says he. 
knocked it out. . 


Sentence: Forty-two days’ imprison- 


_ HEAVY SENTENCES 
Stealing a Pair of Boots 


reports case of 2 charwoman char, Ah 
at the London Sessions before Mr. 
Wallace K.C., with stealing a pair <3 
boots from outside a op. She 
pleaded forgetfulness, saying her brain 
sometimes stepped working. There 
pnt previous convictions for similar 


Bentence : Siz months’ imprisonment. 


Assault on Little Girl 


The Berwick Advertiser (October 
case of a labourer charged 


“the = Petty Sessions before 


_ Alderman Plenderleith 
th, 
Boston, with assault on a girl of 11. 


He was_sai 


years. 


Sentence : Fined £2, or one month. 


~The Chief Constable said it had almost ; 
: been an indecent assault. 
- not to have been in Court for thirteen 


‘Theft of 14s. 
The Scotsman (September 28) re- 
ports case of a woman charged before 


Bailie M’Arthy in Edinburgh Burgh | 
Court, 


with stealing a purse contain- 
ing’ 14s. and two pieces of paper. 
There were previous convictions. 


' . Sentence: Three months’ imprison- 


ment. 


Boy—for Cruelty to a Horse 


The Morning Advertiser (September 
22) reports case of a boy aged 17, 


. charged at the Thames Police Court 


" before Mr. Leycester with cruelly beat- 


‘ting a horse, on which fourteen weals 


were counted. The magistrate said 


that but for the defendant's youth he 


would have been sent to prison, 
Sentence: Fined 20s. 


Girl—for Perjury 
Thomson's Weekly News (August 1 
reports case of a girl aged 15, char 
at Belfast with perjury, having made 
an information in the Court describ- 
ing an assault upon. her by her step- 
father in a house where it was proved 
she had never stopped. 
Sentence: One month's imiprison- 
ment. 


On page 29 will be found the 


. account of a.correspondence which has 
‘taken place between the Editors of 


Vores ror Women and the Home 
Secretary, with reference to a case 
recorded in these columns in our issue 
of- September 17. We wish that we 
could feel sure that magistrates would 
be as assiduous in finding grounds for 
leniency in dealing with thieves and 
forgers, as they appear to be when 
dealing -with offences against the 
person. We do not know on what 
grounds Sheriff Lee, in the first 


ease recorded above, found it possi- 


ble to pass so light a_ sentence 
on a man who had destroyed -the 
sight of his wife’s eye, but we sup- 
‘pose some reason would be forthcom- 
ing if we were to institute further in- 
Comment is | 


tion; but we cannot refrain from re- 


-calling an instance given in the Daily 
. Citizen on November 3, 1914, of a 
‘farm labourer employed by the Metro- 
politan Asylums Board, whg lost the 
sight of oné eye through an accident. 
“and was compensated to the extent of 


£120. We'do not think £120, or a 


‘much larger sum, can really compen- 
:sate -for the loss of an eye; but at 


least it is a sum that represents a 


‘more adequate term of. imprisonment 
~than forty-two days. And, as we show 
‘in our table of comparisons, the loss of 
-& pair of boots is estimated as being 
-exactly four times as grave an offence 
as. the destruction of ah eye. 
course, we must not forget that the 
_ boots belonged to a shopman, while the 


Of 


eye belonged to a man’s wife—and 


‘Glasgow Evening News, by the way, is 


as follows: “The Huns at home are 


amore leniently than the Huns 


—_ 


CHILDREN AND PRISON. 


We do not ‘Wish it to be thought - 
‘that, in our third comparison in this’ 
week's table of punishments, we mean 
to imply a belief in prison for boys of - 
17.. Our object is to show that the | 


defence of youth, which saves a boy . 


<onvicted of gross cruelty to an animal 


being ‘punished, does save a 


_ therefore to him! The comment in the 


girl, two years younger, from ‘being’ 


» sent to prison for a month in Belfast 


- 


on a charge of perjury. . It is the old, 
old story of finding perfectly justifiable 
grounds for leniency where the offence 
seems slight to the Court, and neglect- 
ing to find them where it is abhorrent 
to them. And it generally seems 
slight to magistrates and judges when 
‘the offence is cruelty in any form, and 
is always abhorrent when it implies 
any attempt to accuse a man of a 
particular class. of crime. - We doubt if 
a girl of 15 would be sent to prison for 
torturing an animal, for instance. 


— 


IS THERE ANOTHER LAW 
THE POOR ? 


The correspondent who sends us the 


particulars of the case of assault on a 
little girl of 11, given in our table 
above, writes us a letter of comment 
in the course of which she points out 
that, some weeks ago, a soldier was 
sentenced to two months’ hard labour 
for molesting ? “young lady.” She 
goes on to say :— 

“This sentence gave -rise te a great 
deal of private discussion as to whether 


the sentence would have been the same | 


had the girl not. been the daughter of 
a local magistrate, who had probably 
friends on the Bench, but a child of 
‘the working class. The unanimous 
opinion arrived at was that ‘it would, 
have been very different. It no doubt 
would have been thought that the girl 
had given him encouragement, and the 
man -thérefore would have been given 
the benefit of the doubt. 

. “(Note in this case that the girl was 
of full age, and therefore more able to 
struggle than a young child.) 

_ “To confirm us in our opinion that 
there is one law for the rich man’s 
daughter and another for the poor 
man’s, comes -the case enclosed. 


, Where a child of. tender years (11) is 


attacked by’ a loafing rascal (not 
‘doing his bit’ as the other was) also 
in liquor, she being the poor man’s 
child is evidently not considered to be 
of so much account, and her assailant 
is let off with the payment of a fime 
| and graciously allowed a month. to pay 
it im. We-do not read that he was 
admonished otherwise than by the 


Mayor’s remark that he could thank | 


his ‘ lueky star’ that he had not suc- 
ceeded in his. intention. ,Could any- 
thing be more unjust than that a 


of this kind by a 
” 


‘PROPERTY AND PERSON 


editorially indignant over the insignifi- 
| cant punishments inflicted on motorists 
who drive to the public danger. 

“There is no reasonable doubt,” it 

says, ‘‘that if furious motor "dniving 
had been treated from the first as the 
scandalous offence which it is, the | - 
| whole practice would have long ago 
either disappeared altogether or at 


can only recollect one case in the long 
record of these offences in which really 
severe punishment was inflicted.” | 

We entirely agree. For years we 
have been pointing out that the light 
way human life is regarded in the 
| Courts as compared with property is 


4 | scandalous. In the matter of motor- 


driving in the now darkened streets, 
we are only reaping what we sowed 
in the days of well-lighted streets, 

when accidents to life and limb caused 
by furious driving ‘were never regarded 
with anything approaching the severity 
shown towards the crimes of begging 
or stealing. | 


INFANT MORTALITY 

Dr. Barbara Tchaykovsky writes to 
us on the subject of the meeting to be 
held ‘in the Guildhall, next Tuesday 
afternoon, to consider a national cam- 
paign to promtte the Welfare of 
Motherhood and Infancy. In the 
course of her letter, which is unfortu- 
nately too long to publish, she says :— 

-“We have lost 75,000 men killed, 
25,000 missing, 250,000 wounded in 
eleven months of war. We are losing 
this year from 100,000 to 150,000 
| babies out of an annual gift of 800,000. 
Shall we not save the nation at home 


4 whilst our-youth is shedding its life 


to save the nations abroad ? é 
“Next month, instead of the usual 


cils are to be filled by co-option. Surely 
| the City Fathers, occupied as they are 
with matters military, may safely leave 
baby-saving to the City Mothers, whom 
they shall invite to sit by their side 
for this special purpose. 

“The meeting on October 26 should 
be the first of a series throughout the 
country to carry on the baby-saving 
crnsade, so that in every town, village, 
and hamlet there shall be some place 
and time each’ week where every ex- 


receive help and advice for the asking. 
There is no time to be lost, for while 
we talk and deliberate, every half-hour 
five babies die and many more are 
maimed to. grow up one day to swell 
the ranks of the neglected million now 


country in its need.” 


COMING EVENTS 
The Women’s Freedom League will 
hold a public meeting in St. George’s | 
Vestry Hall, Hart Street, Bloomsbury, 
on Wednesday, October 27, at 3.30 


p.m. Mr. Laurence Housman will 
speak on “What Price Salvation 
Now?” 


Mrs. Nevinson will lecture on 
“Women and the Poor Law” at the 
International Women’s 
Club, 9, Grafton Street, Piccadilly, 
on Wednesday, October 27, at 4.30 
p.m. Chair: Sir William Chance. 


“Red Cross, Work in Serbia” et the 


Suffrage Shop. 


' We are glad to find the Daily News 


least become very raré. As it is, we | 


local elections, vacancies on the Coun- | 


pectant. mother and child in need may 


so unfit as to be unable to serve their | 


Franchise | 


Emerson Club, 19; Buckingham Street, } 
| Strand, on Seeeters October 28, at | 


7.30 p. m., in aid of the International 


~ 


‘The United will hold’ 
Christmas Sale at the Central Hall, 
Westminster, on Friday and Saturday, 
December 10 and 11. Proceeds to be 
devoted to the U.S. Women’s Club. 


THISTLE TEA ROOMS 
tOppevite Piccadilly Breton) | 


ScoToH DAINTIES 
SPECIALITY. — 


ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY 
68, Upper Street, London, N. ‘ss 
MR. CHODWICE BROWN, Dental Surgeoz. 
Mr. FREDK. G. BOUCHER, Assist. Dental Sargon 
Established 35 years. 
Gas Administered at 11 8, 
a Qualified Medical 
A record of 30,000 successful 
in attendance, Mechanical work in all its 
branches. 


The Best Artificial Teeth from 5a. 
Send Postcard for Pamphlet. — 
Telephone: North 3795. 
No Bhow-case at door. 


CORSET’ 


REGAL 


137, High St., 
KENSINGTON, 


“FLESH,” the 
_ New Colour,isa | 
dainty shaiic . 
of the palest-: 
Pink. 


- 


Expert’ 
Fitters 


will 


 Coutil; 
W.B. NUFORM. Elastic insets 
G/ il low. 


Our Speciality “‘ French Coffee,” consist- 
ing ef Coffee of choice growth, with the 
additional sufficiency of the finest Chicory 

to give that delightful Continental flavour. 
It is roasted in our Coffee Rooms and 
packed in tins when warm, so retaining 
| . the full strength and aroma of the > coffee, 
|. first-class beverage at small cost.’ 


SELF 


Goods Carriage Paid in British Isles. 
Telephone: Gerrard ONE. 
& Co., Lrp., Oxrorp Sr., W. 


; 


Luncheons. | 


PARLOR | | 


FINEST QUALITY 


COFFEE wna CHICORY 


RIDGE’S 
| ‘PROVISION: SECTIONS 
‘ Dr. Helen Hanson will lecture on | 
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Cross Work in Serbia.” 


Austin, 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS. 
|  __ Singie insertion, 24 words or less, 1s.6d., 1d. per word for every additional word (four insertions for 3 
AN advertisements must be prepaid. To | TO BE LET OR SOLD. BELGIAN EMBROIDERY | EDUCATIONAL, — be 


ensure insertion in our next issue, all ad- 
wertisements must be received not later than 


Tuesday morning. Address, the Advertise- 


ment Manager, Votrs FoR WomeEN, 27, 
a Chancery Lane, W.C 

SPFCIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TYR. HELEN HANSON.—*‘ Red 


At Emer- 

Club, 19, Buckingham Street, 
Strand, Thursday, October 28, at 7.30. 
Admiszion free; collection. Reserved 
eeats, 1s., from International Suffrage 
Shop, 5, Duke Street, Adelphi, W.C. 


EMORIAL HALL, Manchester, 

Wednesday, November 17, at 7.30 

.m. Recital of works for two piano- 

fortes, by Hope Squire and Frank Mer- 

rick. Tickets 5s. (reserved), 2s. 6d., and 

from Meesre. Forsyth Bros., 126, 
Deansgate, and at the door. 


HE WAR AND DEMOCRACY. 


Meeting of Union of Democratic 


=. Control and Independent Labour Party. 


London Trades and Labour Hall, 9, 
Great Newport Street, Charing Cross 
‘Read, October 27, at 7.30. Speakers: 
Mr. Langdon-Davies, Mr. Bruce Glasier, 


Tion. Bertrand Russell. Tickets, 6d 
a each, from Miss Green, 6, Great Ormond 
> .. Street, W.C. 


MARRIAGE 


USTIN—WILSON.—On Septem 
ber 14, at Christ Church, Trevan- 
drum, Travancore, by Rev. W. Light, 
M.A., Chaplain of Trevandrum, Thomas 
1.C8., son of Rev. Thomas 
Austin, M.A., R.N., retired the Chap- 
faincy, Bodmin, Cornwall, to Cristina 
Wileon, M.B.C.H.B., Medical Officer in 
Charge Government Hospital for 
Women and Children, Trevandrum, 
miece and adonvted of George 
Wilson, Esq., Broomhill Road, Abe 


T- 


BOARD RESIDENCE. Etc. 


Privacy, Quietude, and 
| Refinement, no extras. At the 
Strand Imperial Hotél, opposite Gaie 
Theatre, ladies will find the freshest, 
warmest, daintiest, cosiest quarters; 
eamptuous bedroom, with h. and ec. 
weer fitted; breakfast bath, attend- 
ance, and lights, from 5s. 6d.; en pen- 
sien special terms for long stay; 
Guest English provisions.— 

4748 Gerrard. . 


RIGHTON. — TITCHFIELD 

| HOUSE, 21, Upper Rock Gardens, 

> ef Marine Parade. Good table, con- 

society. Terms from 27s. 6d. 
weekly.—Mrs. Gray, W.S.P.U. 


(\HISWICK PARK. — Convenient 


for all parts. Board-residence for 

lady workers, students, and others; 

uiet and refined; terms moderate, from 
nageress, 34, Barrowgate d. 


ORTH ¢London 40 minutes). 
Spring Grove House, holiday and 
 yesidential; magnificent mansion and 
“grounds; beautiful country; vegetarian 
menu; comradeshin; conferences; en- 
\tertainments; baths; from £2 2s. _ . 


HE Old Mill. House, Downe, near 

eke Orpington, Kent. If you want to 

‘epend a restful week-end in the country, 

write to Mrs. Harvey, at the above 
address. 


JEWELLERY. 


| \ HY KEEP USELESS JEWEL- 
ae LERY? The large London market 
epables Robinsen Brothers, of 5, Hamp- 
-atead Road, London, W., 
church Street, E.C., to 
‘*-prices for Gold, Silver, Platinum, Dia- 
anonds, Pearls, Emeralds, Silver Plate, 
Antiques, Old Teeth, &c., in any form, 
condition, or quantity, Licensed valuers 
‘and appraisers. Télephone 2036 North. 
offer or cash by return of 
poet. 


ageress, 


Apartments.—1l Sit- 
ting, 2 Bedrooms, large and com- 
fortable, with attendance; every con- 
venience; -ideal spot.—Box 138, VoTzs 
ror Women, 27, Chancery Lane, W.C 


| furnished Cottage 
in most beautiful part of Surrey to 

jet for the winter.—Box 144, VoTEs FoR 

Women, 27, Chancery Lane, W.C, 


ee sunny Flat.to share, for 
1 lady, St. vohn’s Wood Road; lift, 

plate, linen, £1—Box 140, Vores For 

Women, 27, Chancery Lane, W.C. 


O LET, Furnished or  unfur- 

nished, large airy bedroom or office 

in Bloomebury district; light and quiet; 

electric light; gas heating and attend- 

ance if required.—Bdéx 146, VoTes For 
Women, 27, Chancery Lane, W.C. 


BEANS REFUGEES HAND 
EMBROIDERY. -.Lingerie sets 
made and hand-embroidered_by Belgian 
girls at very ‘low. ‘prices. inty. sets 
in finest Nainsook, beautifully» hand 
embroidered, Nightgown, 7s. 11d.; 
chemise, 8d.; knickers, €66:; cami- 
sole, 5s. 6d. Complete eet, free by post, 
256.—Write Mademoiselle Jeanne De 
Neve and Sisters, Belgian Embroidery 


SITUATIONS VACANT. 


WANTED Private for 
be shorthand, typewrit- 
mg; must 


pleasant, companionable; 


| prepared occasionally ‘accompany adver- 


tiser etay in country cottage; Snffracist 
eesential. — Gladys Schutze, €3; Glebe 


Place, Che!sea. 


HE new Fashion for 
fur-trimmed garments 
- is one that will make 
_& strong appeal to most 
women, for it. embraces the 
 practicel with the elegant— 
and—is non-extravagant. 
The new Styles we are 
showing in Fur - trimmed 
Ponycioth. Coats have beén 
much appreciated. Here is 
one of them :— 


The ‘‘ AIDA.” Elegant Coat in 
Mohair Ponycloth—a substitute 
for real fur; very bright and 
light in weight; new full ski: ted 
-shape ; large collar, cuff#, and 
flounce of black tur ; thick double 

_ silk cord round waist ; lined Silk. 


£4: 18:6 


OXFORD ST. 


Peter Robinson Ltd 


ENGINEERING | 


EW Career for Women.—ENGI- 
-Y NEERING. Practical and theore- 
tical instruction all branches. Motor- 
ing, machinery, electric lighting —Miss 
C. Griff, Consulting Engineer, 48, Dover 
Street, Piccadilly. 

YROFESSIONAL. 

‘re GIRLS seeking’ a useful and 

attractive calling. Anstey College 
for Physical Training and Hygiene. 
Erdington, Warwickshire; offers a full 
teachers’ training in physical culture, 
imeluding Swedish educational and 
medical gymnastics, dancin 
branches, indoor and outdoor games, 


swimming, hygiene, anatomy, physi- 
ry..&c. Good posts obtained r 
traiming. . 


|- 


in all ite. 


LAUNDRY. 


A MODEL LAUNDRY. — Family 
work a speciality. Dainty fabrics 
of arse description treated with special 
care. Hlannels and silks washed in dis. 

tilled water. 
labour only employed. Prompt collec- 
tion; prompt deliveries.—Bullens, Creesy 
House Laundry, Reynolds Road, Acton 


AT YOUR SERVICE. —BEAVEN'S 
AUNDRY, 90, Lavender Road, 
Clapham Junction, 8.W., collect 
and deliver by own vans, motor service, 
in all districts from Wimbledon to 


| Westbourne Park. May we call on you? 
Family work only. 


Rooms, Monaghan, North of Ireland. |. 


No chemicals used. Best |. 


Voice Production, Diction. Visi 
Brighton, Winchester . weekly;~ West 
Studio.—153, Elm Park’ Mansions, 


Park Walk. London, 8.W.:.. 
ADIES’ - MOTOR 


The theory and practice of. motor- 


gentlemen inetructors. - rn to “ tune 


up” 
Place, Kensington, W. Tel.: Weetern 


SEA. Boarding School for Girls on 

) ve Thought lines. Principal: 
Mies Richardson, B.A. The oo] 
etands in ite own grounds, where tennis, 
- hockey, and cricket-are played. Home 
care. Thorough tuition. Entire 
of children coming from abroad. 


iN ODERN SOHOOL FOR GIRLS 


wright, M.A.; staff includes specialiste 
and University graduates; pupils pre 
pared for professional entrance exami- 
nations; bracing 
comforts. 


RS. MARY LAYTON, F.R.C.O. 
(Hon. Organist to the W.8.P.U.). 
Voice Culture for Singers and Speakers. . 


Private Leseone in Singing. Singing 
Classes and Ladies’ Choir. Please note 
change of address to The 
Pulham Park Road, 8.W. 


6 4.FAGE BOOK about HERBS, 
and HOW TO _ USE -THEM, 
lies. &§ for one.—Trimmell, The 
Herbalist, 144, Richmond Road, 
terabliahed 1879. 


BUSINESS, Etc. 


ATHEENIC UNDERWEAR is cosy, 


able. Get the maximum value at mini- 
mum cost by buying direct from the 
actual makers, rite for patterns.— 


and, 


BLUTHN ER Piano, like new; 
Parkhurst Road, Holloway. 


pairs in d taste, at reasonable 
cilled friezes a specialty. Our sco 
tends from the to the 
class of work. Quotations and advice 
free, at any distance.—Horace Bus 
(Member U.S.), 30, Woronzow 

John’s Wood. Tel. 852 4ampetead. 


DELICIOUS SALUTARIS: 
GINGER ALE. Absolutely safe; 
your 


made from distilled water. Ask 


Fulham Road, London 
ing this advertisement). 


RAMOPHONE.—20 
uble spri otor, 
ing m including many 
Park, Highbury, 


ADIES’ HANDKERCHIEF BAR- 
GAINS! Slightly imperfect hem- 
stitched Irish 
inches, 


S.W. (mention- 


London, N. 


Bundle of six, 2s. 8d.; postage 


$d. 
Larne, Ireland. 


UPPORT WOMEN PRINTERS. 


taken at the Holland Press, 47a, Barl’s 
Court Road, Best 3 
rate prices.. 


AILOR-MADE COSTUMES, latest. 
. styles, from 8 guineas, to measure; 
best workmanship and smart pattern 
guaranteed.—H. ellissen, 14, Great 
Titchfield Street, Oxford Ci 
Patterns sent on application, 


p 


“4 Printed by Walbrook & Oo., Léd., 14 and 15, Whitefriare Street, London, E.C., for the Proprietore-of Vorme Yor Women, and Published by them at 27, Chancery Lane, W.Cc, 


DA MOORE.—Lessons in Singing, 


SCHOOL.— 
ing effciently taught by lady and - 
your own car.—2, St. Mary Abbott’s © 


INDUM HOUSE, BEXHILL-ON- 


charge 


durable, and guaranteed unshrink- — 


Pleyel small grand; bargain.—1l, 


cost, by reliable workmen. Hand-sten- — 
ex- 


grocer, or write Salutaris Company, 236, . 


pune Horn- 
inet, 4ft high, 


0s; approval.—3, Aubert 


Linen. Size about 14 


2d. Bundle of twelve, 5a. 2d.: postage . 


Printing of all descriptions under—_ 


work and mode-_ 


r cus, 


Letcnworth.—Principal, Mies Cart- 


moorland air; home 


Dept. 31, Atheenic Mills, Hawick, Scot- 


Alterations, Re 
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